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Judge is torn m case
ofD.C. child molester
Therapy or prison? He can't decide
ByAmyKoval
THE WASHINGTON TIMES

A D.C. Superior Court judge
yesterday delayed sentencing for a
teen who sodomized three young
girls, saying he cannot decide be
tween a lengthy prison term or try
ing to help the defendant with
counseling and less time behind
bars.

Earl Roosevelt Knott, an 18-
year-old high 'school dropout,
could get up to 60 years in prison
for the crimes. But Judge TVuman
Morrison said he is so torn over the
case that he wants to consult other
judges before handing down a sen
tence. : /

"On the'one hand, Mr. Knott is a
person who has had a life of re
markable dysfunction and depri

vation," the judge "said yesterday.
"He has been a victim [of sexual
abuse] himself and had no normal
human support as a person grow
ing Up.

"At the same time, these are
crimes of radical seriousness. Mr.
Knott's actions have had a pro
found impact on these children
that will' last their entire lives
long," he said.

Knott—who has been convicted
of sexually abusing a total of five
children, including a 5-year-old
boy in New York — will be sen
tenced June"7 for sodomizing two
cousins and a third girl, a family
friend who is now 6. lie is already
serving an 18-month sentence for
sodomizing a niece in December
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while he was out on bail and visit
ing relatiyes in Montgomery
County. ' .

Assistant U.S. Attorney Robin
Ashton said Knott, known by the
youngsters he molested as
"Buddy" is "too far gone" to be
helped.

"He is a very sick individual,"
she said. "He cannot control his
behavior."

Knott apparently plied his vic
tims with candy in order to get
close to them. Mrs. Ashton cited a
pre-sentencing report that quoted
him as saying: "I can always get
kids to do whatever I want to do.
... I just give them something. I'm
very good with children."

But Knott's court-appointed at
torney argued that his client is re
morseful, that he admitted guilt
and that he has asked for help.

"There's a strong possibility
that he could benefit from [ther
apy and treatment]," said Thomas
Abbenante., "This is a man who
didn't come in here and give you a
song and dance. This is a man who

came in here and told you every
thing." v} .. , .

Judge Morrison, who has. .been
on the bench since.1979, was de^
scribed in a 1988Legal Times artir
cle as a middle-of-the-road jurist-
who tends to "give close calls to the
defendants." Before becoming .a
judge, he spent nine years in the
Public Defender's Office.

Knott and his stepgrandfather,
. William Ward, were accused of
abusing the 6- and 7-year-oId girls,
who had been taken from their
mother by the city amid allega
tions of neglect and turned over to'
their grandmother, Ward's wife.

Ward's record of 17 felony con
victions — including two sex as
saults — was not checked by the
D.C. Department of Human Ser
vices until the 6-year-old. was hit
by a carand doctors at the hospital
found signs of. sexual abuse, Mrs.
Ashton said.

Ward and Knott were subse
quently charged with having sex
with the two girls oveira period of
two years at the home they shared
on Bruce Street SE.

Ward was convicted of •five
counts of child molestation in De
cember and sentenced to IS years
in prison. .. .i ir:



Impersonal Sex in Public Places?
In ^70 Tearoom Trade was awarded the annual prize ofthe Society for the Study of
Social Problems for "the best published bookon a critical issue in the tradition of the
•late C. Wright Mills.". , - ^
The quotations below illustrate the controversy engendered by Tearoom Trade immedi
ately upon publication. On the one h&nd, the bookwas recognized asan important, im
aginative and useful contribution to our understanding of deviant sexual activity.
Describing impersonal anonymous sexual encounters in public restrqoms—"reorooms"
in the argot—the book explores^ the behavior ot men whose deviatft sexuality remains
hidden from their .families and neighbors. By combining participant observatioti with
structured as well as informal interviews Tearoom Trade furnishes a controversial ex
ample of conteihporary social science methods. •* .

And itwas those very methods thai occasioned.so much controversy. By posing as ade
viant, the author was able to engage in systematic observation of homosexual acts in
public settings, and later develop a mpre complete picture ofthose invoJye^.by int'er-
viewing them in their homes, again N^thout revealing their unwitting participation in his
study. The conflict between the scientist's need for objective data and the individual's
need for protection against surreptitious invasion of privacy is manifest in Dr. Hum
phrey's work: its implications go far beyond this particular case.
This enlarged edition of Tearoom Trorfe .incliiaes the original text unchanged, plus a
new retrospect that deals directly with just these ethical issues by presenting thoughtful
criticisms of thebook by three reviewers (Nicholas von Hoffman, Donald T. Warwick;
and Myron Glazer), a response to Mr/von Hoffman's essay by Lee Rainwater and
Irving Louis Horowitz, and a summary of the problems by the author himself. This
added material adds a new perspective on the social scientist at work and the ethical
problems to which* his work may give rise, as indicated by the comments below.
"Inconteslably such information isuseful. ..but it was dorte by invading some people's
privacy.. .No information is valuable enough to obtain by nipping away at personal
liberty, andthat istrue no matter who's doing the gnawing, John Mitchell andthe con
servatives overat theJustice Department or LaudHumphreys and the liberals over at
theSociology Department:"—f<ic)^o\as von Hoffman, in The Washington Post.
"Occasionally abook ispublished in criminology that has all the earmarks ofbecoming
a classic. Tearoom Trade w, such a book. This study makes a contribution to
criminology in at least" three way^First, it is one of those few studies of deviant
behavior based upon detailed anddirect observation of the deviant act. Secortdly, the
itudy isapplicable to a wide range ofbehavior and not simply to homosexuals. Third,
the research techniques used will\provide something df d model for other studies that
wish to utilize unobtrusive measurement and participant observation."—James C.
Hackler, in Journal of Research in Crimeand Delinquency.

"A disgracefully poor example social science research, and onefinds itvery difficult
to understand itsclaim to theC. Wright Mills Award. Rather than being anexample of
sociological imagination, it seems.to becloser to a sociological fantasy. —Lawrence
Rosen, in Journal of Marriage and the Family. •
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